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MASTERWORKS.  
UNKNOWN WORKS. 

AN EXCEPTIONAL EXPERIENCE. 
 

2021 – 2022 Season Proposal 
The Second Complete Season 

 
 

The Ensemble 
 

With performances called “entertaining, warm” and “sensitive” by the Minneapolis Star Tribune, La Grande 
Bande strives to present innovative, unique, and inspiring musical programs played on the instruments that 
premiere audiences might have heard. LGB is composed of musicians from across the United States and from 
around the world who are specialists in the field of Early Music—music written between c. 1600-1800—and 
who play on historical instruments and sing in an historical manner. 
 
We aim to present “masterworks” alongside lesser-known compositions, illustrating the extensive musical 
production during the sixteenth, seventeenth, and eighteenth centuries. Education is crucial to our mission, 
be it through program notes, through directed-educational events, or another method. We see incredible 
value in resurrecting the music written by the great masters of our past; it's a historical, cultural, and musical 
lesson rolled into one. 
 
You can read more about our Music & Artist Director on his website at www.michaelthomasasmus.com.  
 
 

Season Overview 
 
Having completed its 2020 – 2021 Concert Season, and with its performances hailed as “Entertaining, warm, 
and sensitive” (Start Tribune), La Grande Bande announces its proposal for its forthcoming 2021 – 2022 
Concert Season.  The 2021 – 2022 Concert Season will feature a wide-variety of music from the Renaissance 
and Baroque era, from the 1550s through the 1760s: a creatively designed survey of music spanning over two 
centuries.  
 

The Virtuosos (Sep 2021): Nothing is more synonymous with Baroque music than the works of Johann 
Sebastian Bach and Antonio Vivaldi. In fact, some of the pieces by these two men have become so 
familiar that you’ve likely heard them in commercials and elevators throughout your life. In this 
concert performance, La Grande Bande will embark on an adventure through some of Bach’s and 
Vivaldi’s most famous and most virtuosic works.  
 
This performance features performers taken right from La Grande Bande’s ranks; many of whom 
you’ll be sure to recognize from our past performances. Enjoy two pieces by Bach written for the 
Elector of Brandenburg, two concertos by the red-haired priest Antonio Vivaldi, and two cantatas by 
Italians Bononcini and Gabrielli. 
 
 
The Early Symphonies (Nov/Dec 2021): Music by Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart is perhaps some of the 
best loved in all of classical music. His operas and symphonies are used as backing tracks in 
commercials and other media. It’s also Mozart’s music which forms the basis of what we think of as  



   2 

 

P.O. Box 243 | Gaylord, MN 55334   A registered 501(c)(3) charitable organization 

classical music. But Franz Josef Haydn is credited with creating the symphony and establishing it as a 
permanent musical genre. Before there was Beethoven or Mahler, there was Haydn and Mozart.  
 
La Grande Bande is thrilled to present a concert featuring music by Mozart, Franz Josef Haydn, and 
Gaetano Brunetti performed on period instruments. In addition to our usual number of string players, 
La Grande Bande will once again have historical oboists and bassoonists joining our ensemble. We’re 
equally thrilled to have, for the first time in our history, musicians who play antique valve-less French 
(“natural”) horns. An opera overture, three symphonies and a quintet for horn, violin, violas, and 
cello will round out this unique and rare musical experience. 
 
 
Music from New Spain (Feb 2022): The choir at the Cathedral in Ciudad de Puebla, México was one of 
the best in North America in the 1600s. The Cathedral itself is a beautiful testament to Bishop Palafax 
y Mendoza’s vision of completion and restoration. After the bishop’s arrival in 1640, the much-
delayed building project resumed. The cathedral was completely finished in 1690. This program is 
centered around music written for the Cathedral’s consecration on April 18, 1649.  
 
Join us as we celebrate the music of Juan Gutiérrez de Padilla, the Cathedral’s famed music director 
from 1628 to 1664. Our performance will take place in our local Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in 
New Ulm. La Grande Bande’s eight vocalists and instrumental ensemble will be joined by a group of 
auditioned high school-aged singers from area Catholic schools.  
 
 
Court Entertainments (May 2022): Musical entertainments at the French court were nothing if not grand 
and spectacular. But not every entertainment was a huge production. Join us as we present an 
intimate concert featuring works for violin and voice written by France’s most important composers. 
The unique voices of composers during the reign of Louis XV, the great-grandson of Louis XIV, 
highlight the increased influence of Italian bravura while maintaining their innate French-ness.  
 
Enjoy dinner while we perform a wonderful selection of pieces from the middle of the eighteenth 
century. The concert will feature cantatas by Jean-Philippe Rameau and Louis-Nicolas Clarémbault, 
and works for violin by Jean-Marie Leclair, Jean-François Dandrieu, and Jean-Féry Rebel.  
  
 

The proposed concert season will feature instruments from the viol- and violin-families, Baroque guitars, 
theorbos, harpsichords, organs, and plethora of vocalists. This is our most ambitious project to date. We 
know we can do it—we’re so excited to share wonderful music with all of you—we just need your support 
to make it a reality. 

 
 

Educational & Outreach Programming 
 

La Grande Bande will continue its unique combination of open rehearsals, masterclasses, and outreach 
concerts for its upcoming 2020 – 2021 concert season. Beginning with the 2020 – 2021 Concert Season, La 
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Grande Bande will add several Pre-Concert Talks which will be given by the Music & Artistic Director. 
 
Open Rehearsals 
La Grande Bande’s open rehearsal sessions received great reviews from Sibley East students, staff, and 
members of the community. Rehearsal observations give attendees a good look at how a group of professional 
musicians rehearses. It also gives them an insight into topics such as Baroque performance practice, bowings, 
foreign language diction (if there are singers), and rehearsal techniques.  
 
Open rehearsal sessions provide an opportunity to hear the concert’s music for those who cannot afford a 
ticket. Providing access to high-quality art, and helping others learn about and appreciate music, is an 
important part of La Grande Bande’s educational mission.  
 
Open rehearsals create an atmosphere of dialogue between ensemble members and members of the 
community. We encourage those in attendance to speak with us before and after rehearsal, and during 
rehearsal breaks.   
 
Masterclass Sessions 
The 2020 – 2021 season will offer four masterclass sessions. The format of each session may vary depending 
on the students, faculty, and ensemble members teaching the session. We will generally offer an hour-long 
masterclass session which can either be (1) divided equally amongst individual students or (2) used by a large 
group of students.  
 
We will distribute the three masterclass sessions as follows: 
 

• Two masterclass sessions for high school students at Sibley East; 

• Two masterclass for high school-aged participants in our “Music from New Spain” concert   
 

Teachers will be able to decide the format of the masterclasses from the following options: 
 

Open Masterclass: Each pre-selected student will perform a short musical selection in front of their 
peers and LGB’s ensemble members. During this time LGB’s ensemble members will work closely 
with each student to offer advice and assistance in performing their musical selection. Topics of 
discussion could include technical concerns like diction of non-English texts (for the singers) and 
improvement of breath support. There will also be discussions of broader stylistic concerns relating 
to Baroque music like the correct performance of ornamentation symbols, the use of improvisation 
during the Baroque period, and the importance of dance in Baroque culture.  
 
Group Masterclass: Essentially the same as the open masterclasses but formatted for use by a large 
ensemble (choirs, bands, orchestras). LGB’s ensemble members can focus on a specific area of 
concern or can work from a more broad-based approach. Like the Open masterclass, these sessions 
will be tailored to the specific needs of the group. 
  
Lecture Masterclass: Topics of the lecture masterclass can vary depending on the needs of the students 
in attendance. It can range from a broad overview of the Baroque era to a focused discussion about 
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one or more pieces on our concert program. This can even be used to present a pre-concert lecture. 
This type of masterclass will be presented by LGB’s Music & Artistic Director. 

 
Outreach Concerts 
The purpose of the outreach concert is to bring high-quality arts programming to those who may not be 
physically able to attend one of La Grande Bande’s season concerts. The format of the concert will largely 
depend on the information received from the facility’s activities director. The performance will feature music 
from any concerts which will work with the Ensemble’s performance schedule.  
 
In addition to performing some of the concert’s musical selections, we can also include a discussion about the 
music on the program. We could discuss the composers and Baroque music in general, the instruments and 
their differences to modern instruments, or the history surrounding the performed compositions, or all three. 
 

Pre-Concert Talks 

La Grande Bande’s pre-concert lectures will highlight intriguing and important aspects about the pieces 

and/or composers featured on our concert programs. Using a combination of visual aids, recordings and/or 

live performance, our Music & Artistic Director will provide unique insights about various pieces of our 2021 

– 2022 Concert Season. Pre-Concert Talks will begin about an hour before the performance and will last 

about 30 minutes. The Talks will not replace La Grande Bande’s much lauded program notes. Proposed Pre-

Concert Talks will take place before each concert of the 2021 – 2022 Season. 

 

 

Season Contribution Levels 

La Grande Bande will again incorporate a system of donation levels. Each level will include a perk to entice 
local businesses and community members to donate. Donations will be received on a rolling basis but must 
be made at least a week before an upcoming concert for inclusion in that concert’s program.  
 
 
 

Level Regular Sustainer Benefit of Contribution 

Friend $10-50 $5/month Name printed in the program for each concert 

Supporter $51-100  Name printed in the program for each concert; two free tickets to 
one concert of your choice 

Advocate  $101-200 $10/month Name printed in the program each concert; two free tickets to two 
concerts of your choice 

Donor $201-300 $20/month Name printed in the program for each concert; two free tickets to 
three concerts of your choice; invitation to attend all rehearsals 
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Artist $301-450  Name printed in the program for each concert; two free tickets to 
four concerts of your choice; invitation to attend all rehearsals; a 
poster and concert program from four concerts of your choosing to 
be autographed by our artists 

Director $451+ $40/month Name printed in the program for each concert; two free tickets to 
all concerts; invitation to attend all rehearsals; a poster and concert 
program from all concerts autographed by our artists; a private 
contributor’s dinner with the Music & Artistic Director at the end 
of the season 

Partial & 
Full 
Concert 
Sponsorship 

Amount 
depends 
on the 
concert 

 Name printed in the program for each concert; two free tickets to 
all concerts; invitation to attend all rehearsals; a poster and concert 
program from three concerts of your choosing to be autographed by 
our artists; a private contributor’s dinner with the Music & Artistic 
Director at the end of the season; on-stage announcement and 
signage signifying your contribution 

 

La Grande Bande will also continue its Sustaining Contributors Initiative launched in January 2020. This 
initiative uses the same benefit levels as listed above, with several additional benefits specifically for Sustaining 
Contributors. These include 
 

• Early access to La Grande Bande’s new Director’s Blog; posts are made public two months after their 
initial publication;  

• Secret perks, like access to closed rehearsals, an invitation to our contributor’s dinner, and more. 
 
Sustaining Contributors make recurring, monthly contributions which allow the Ensemble to have a 
somewhat predictable income.  
 
 

COVID-19 

 

In the event that there is another spike in covid-19 infection rates, we plan to have the following backup 

options available. Our first preference is to have the performances listed on this proposal recorded and 

presented as a YouTube premiere. Scheduling for those premieres will be made at a later date. If we are not 

able to record the concerts as programmed, we will adjust our programs to accommodate any personnel or 

venue changes. The newly adjusted programs will then be recorded and premiered on YouTube.  

 

La Grande Bande will follow all mandates and legally required protocols as given by the State of Minnesota 

in response to the coronavirus pandemic.  
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Proposed Musical Selections 

 
The Virtuosos (17 Sep 2021) 
Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 3 (G) 3 vln, 3 vla, 3 vc, 1 cb, cemb c.10’  
Bach Brandenburg Concerto No. 6 (Bb) 2 vla, 2 gmba, 1vc, 1 cb, cemb c.15’ 
Vivaldi Lute concerto in D, RV 93 (D) gtr, 2 vln, vc, cb, cemb c. 10’  
Vivaldi  L’inverno, RV297 (f) 1 vln; 5 vln, 1 vla, 2 vc, cb, bc c. 10’ 
Bononcini Ecco Dorinda il giorno T, 2 vln, bc c. 17’ 
D. Gabrielli Perche mai nume adorato T, bc c. 8’ 
   c. 70’ 
 
Early Symphony (3 Dec 2021?) 
Haydn La Vera Constanza Overture, Hob.Ia:15 (Bb) 2 ob, 2 hn, fg, str, cemb c. 8’ 
Haydn Symphony No. 4 in D, H1/4 2 ob, 2 hn, fg, str, cemb c. 15’ 
Mozart  Symphony No. 15 in G, K. 124 2 ob, 2 hn, fg, str, cemb c. 12’ 
Mozart Horn quintet in E-flat, K.407 1 hn, 1 vln, 2 vla, vc c. 16’ 
Gaetano Brunetti Symphony No. 26 in B-flat 2 ob, 2 hn, fg, str, cemb c. 22’ 
   c. 63’ 
 
Music from New Spain (25 Feb 2022) 
Juan Cabanilles Batalla Imperial org c. 5’ 
Gutiérrez de Padilla Dixit Dominus SSAT+SATB, bc c. 8’ 
Philippe Rogier Laudate Dominum in sanctis SATB+SATB, bc c. 5’ 
Clemens non Papa Ego flos campi SSATTBB, bc c. 5’   
Gutiérrez de Padilla Misa Ego flos campi SATB+SATB, bc c. 25’ 
Philippe Rogier Super flumina Babylonis  c. 5’ 
Gutiérrez de Padilla Deus in adjutorium SSAATTBB, bc c. 4’ 
Gutiérrez de Padilla Salve Regina SATB+SATB, bc c. 6’ 
Gutiérrez de Padilla Mirabilia testimonia tua SATB+SATB, bc c. 9’ 
    70’ 
 
The French Violin (20 May 2022) 
Rameau Cantate pour le jour de la saint louis S, vln, gmba, bc c. 20’ 
L.-N. Clérambault Cantate: Apollon, Livre 3eme S, vln, gmba, bc c. 20’ 
Rebel Sonata No 8 in d (1713) 1 vln, 1 gmba, bc c. 12’ 
J.-F. Dandrieu Sonata in ? (DATE) 1 vln, 1 gmba, bc c. 10’ 
Leclaire Sonata in D, Op. 1, No. 10 (c.1723) 1 vln, 1 gmba, bc c. 13’ 
    c. 75’ 
 

Total Music for Season:    c. 278’ 
 
Abbreviations: 
S = Soprano voice; A = Alto voice; T = Tenor voice; B = Bass voice; Ob = Baroque oboe; Fg = Baroque 
bassoon; Hn = natural horn; Str = Strings; Vln = Violin; Vla = Viola; Vc = violoncello; Gtr = Baroque 
guitar; Cemb = harpsichord; Bc = Basso continuo (usually with harpsichord/organ, violoncello or viola da 
gamba, theorbo) 


